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Foreword 





All praise belongs to Allah and peace be upon His chosen 
servents. 

Allah the Almighty is the creator and the Lord of the worlds 
and from among all of the acts of worship which He has 
ordained obligatory, salaah (prayer) is the most important. By 
bowing our heads in prostration five times a day, we humans 
acknowledge ourselves as the worshippers and we acknowledge 
Allah Most Exalted as the “Worshipped One”. In the Noble 
Quran, salaah has been mentioned explicitly 109 times. In view 
of this importance, salaah has been given a great status, and 
therefore, the Holy Prophet ^ has said; 



“The status of Salaah in the religion is like the status of the 
head in the body ” n) 

The f o 1 1 o w e r s of t h e Hanafi School ofjurisprude n ce f ro m 
A hlus-sunnah wal jamaa ah have been continuous ly fu Ifllli n g 



{l * Al-Targheeb wal-Tarheeb li al-Munazari; 1/246 




this obligation for centuries. However, certain people nowadays 
have been spreading "negative propaganda" about the Hanafi 
followers of the Ahlus-stmnah wal jamaa V//?, specifically, that 
their Salaah is not in accordance to the rules of Shariah. There 
was a severe need for ending this negative propaganda. As such, 
many friends from within the country and abroad insisted that 
there is a need for such a book that should present the rules and 
actions of the Salaah of the Hanafl followers of Ahlus-stmnah 
wal jamaa* ah with proofs. 

There are many books written on this subject (in Urdu). For 
instance: 

] . ((Namaz Masnoon Kalan » by Mawlana Sufi Abd al- 
Hameed a. 

2. dMamaz-e-Paighanibar^ »by Doctor Mawlana 
Muhammad Ilyas Faisal iki* 

3. ((Salawat al-Rasul»^ by Mawlana Fad 111 a r- Rah man 
Dharamkoti 

4. ccNamaz Mudallal »by Mawlana Faiz Ahmad Multan i 

5. ((Rasul Akranr ka Tariqa-e-Namaz »bv Mawlana 
Mufti Jam eel Ahmad Nazeeri 

6 . <(M u sta n a d Nam az Han afi »b y Mufti I m a d a d u 1 1 a h 
Anwar 

These books are more than sufficient to cover the topic; 
however some of them are lengthy while others include 
additional discussions on the rulings alongside the proofs. 

We request our readers to keep in mind a few points while 
reading this book: 

In this book “Salaah of Ahlus-sunnah wal jamaa ah"\ 



1. The rules and proofs of the Hanafi method of Sal a ah 
have been presented in a manner suited for general 
understanding. 

2. Instead of discussing the rulings, we have only 
mentioned the proofs. 

3. We did not write this book bearing in mind any specific 
sect; rather we presented the method of the Salaah of 
the Hanafis in the light of proofs from Shariah. 

4. This book has been written for presenting only the 
Han afi m e t h o d o f Salaah . T h e method of Sal a ah and the 
proofs of our other brothers - the Maliki, Shaft' ie. and 
Hanbali can be found in their respective books. They 
should continue to follow the reseach of their Imaams. 

5. Great care has been taken in providing the references, 
however if any errors are detected which may have been 
caused by human negligence, then kindly inform us and 
we will inshaa-Allah correct the error with honesty. 

Was-salaam 

Muhammad Ilyas Gh urn man 



The prescribed times of Salaah 



The time of Fajr (dawn) Salaah 

"Abdullah ibn TJmar 4 - has narrated that the messenger 
of Allah jgg said, “The time for the morning salaah is from the 
st a rt of d aw n u n til sunrise,’^ f 

jjt Uj ■ ■ -\j£j 'ii t&4 o! 4JJ1 jS jS j je 4^ 

^iiaj \j$>- C-Jj 

Abu Hurairah 4* has narrated that the messenger of 
Allah & said, “Indeed the times of salaah have a beginning and 
an end. The beginning time for Fajr is when dawn begins, and 
its ending time is sunrise.” (3} 



The time of Dhur 



i2} Sahih Muslim; 1/223 

f3) Jame” Tirmidhi; 1/39-40 | Musnad Ahmad; 7/28 No. 7172 






Abdullah ibn l Amar has narrated that the messenger 
of Allah ^ said, “The time for Dhur starts in the afternoon when 
a man's shadow becomes equal to his height [and it ends at the 
time] when the time for ‘asr arrives 






Abdullah ibn Raafr, the servant of the wife of the 
propheh, Umme Salamah ^ asked Abu Hurairah regarding the 
salaah times . Abu Hurairah ^ said; “I will tell you about it. 
Pray the Dhur salaah when your shadow is equal to you [in 
length]. And pray L Asr when your shadow is equal to twice of 
you [in length]”.^* 



It is understood from these narrations that the time of 
Dhur salaah starts after noon. However, salaah should be 
offered after some delay, and the end time is as mentioned 
above; that is, when the length of the shadow' of any object 
becomes equal to twice the height of the object. 



The time of ‘Asr 

The time of i Asr starts as soon as the time of Dhur ends, 
and it continues until sunset. 






{4} Sahih Muslim; 1/223 

iS} Muwatta Imam Maalik; page 5-6 






Abu Hurairah has narrated that the messenger of 
Allah ^ said, “Whoever catches one rak'aat of L Asr before 
sunset, has acquired ‘Asr. 



The time of Maghrib (sunset) 

Abdullah ibn "Amr ibn Al- b Aas 4* has narrated that the 
messenger of Allah & said, “The time of maghrih continues as 
long as the twilight does not disappear. " 1 

cj^ &! ^ ^ 3 Sii 3 zL ^ 

Salamah ibn Al-Akwa’ has narrated that the messenger of 
Allah *£ would pray maghrih when the sun would set and disappear. 1 " 

In the long had if h of Jabir^, it is stated, 

f a ^ 

\ Cjisil £ ULaJJ #8|& 

Then the Adhan for 4 Ishaa was called out when the 
whiteness of the day had gone, and that is the twilight / 91 



,6) Sahih Bukhari; 1/82 

{ ,} Sahih Muslim; 1 .223 

<S) Sahih Muslim; 1/228 | Sahih Bukhari; 1/79 

{()} Mujama Al-A wsat li Al-Tabarani; 5/122 No. 6787 | Majma AI- 

Zawa'id li Al-Haithami; 2/42 No. 1686 



In the marfiC hadith of Abu Mas 'ud in which 
Jibrael' s^ leading the sal a ah is mentioned, it is stated. 






And he would offer Maghrib salaah when the sun 
would set, and he would offer 4 Ishaa salaah when the horizon 
would be black/ 10 1 

Note; From the above ahaadeeth. it is understood that the time 
for maghrib starts from sunset and ends when the whiteness of 
the twilight disappears. 



The time of 4 Ishaa 



The time of ‘Ishaa continues from the end of the 
twilight until dawn. 

\ I ; 'if tO^ 

The hadith about the imaamat of Jibrael ^ has these 
words; “And Jibrael m* led me in 4 ishaa salaah when the 
twilight had disappeared." 11 1 1 



44 



Ubaid ibn Juraij has narrated that he asked Abu 



im Sun an Abu Dawud; 1/63 | Sahih Ibn Hibban; p 492 No. 1494 
m) Sunan Abu Dawud; 1/62 



H ma i rah ^ “When does the time for the ishaa sal act h end?” He 
said "The dawn”.' 1- ' 






Mustahab (Recommended) Times 



■iSS## 



The must a h ah time for Fajr 






Raafi’ ibn Khadeej & has narrated that he heard the 
messenger of Allah ft saying, “Offer the Fajr salaah when it is 
considerably bright because its reward is greater 1 '.' 10 



Note; Imam Muhaddith Jamaluddin Muhammad Abu 
Muhammad Abdullah ibn Yusuf Al-Zayla’i 43k said The hadilhs 
on this subject have been narrated by RaafP ibn Khadeej, Bilaf 
Anas, Qataadah ibn N Tun an, Ibn Mas' ud, Abu Hurairah. and 
Hawwa al-Ansaariyyah ^&. {14) 




Raafi ibn Khadeej has narrated that the messenger of 
Allah ft said to Bilal 4 ^, “Offer the Fajr salaah when it is bright 
enough that the people can see the marks of their arrow’s shot 
from their bows 11 . (b) 



,IJ> Jami Tirmidhi; 1/40 | Sunan Abi Dawood; 1/67 Sunan Nasa’i; 1/94 
<,4) Nasb af Raya of Zayla'i; 1/304 

(l5) Musnad Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi; 1/51 1 No. 1001 | Al-Mujam A!- 
Kabir ii At-Tabarani; 3/151 No. 4288 



#The must a hah (recommended) time for Dhur Sat a ah #■ 



The Sun tt ah time for Dhur Sataah in sum nicer 



lit, * -.jUi \j>j js 



Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated, "The messenger of 
Allah ^ said, “Offer the Dhur Salaah when it is cool because 
the intense heat is due to the breathing of jahatmam (hell )”.* 161 






Abu Hurairah has narrated that the messenger of 
Allah & said, “When the weather is very hot, pray the salaah 
when it becomes cooler because the severity of heat is from the 
breathing of jahatmam M . 1] 1 

Note; Imam Abu Eesa Tirmidhi 4^ said that the ahaadeeth on 
this subject (offering Dhur when it is cooler) have been narrated 
by Abu Saeed, Abu Dhar, I bn 4 Umar, Mughirah, Safwan, 

1 1 gj. 

Abu Musa, I bn Abbaas, and Anas 




The recommended time for offering Dhur Salaah in winter 



ii(l) Sahih Bukhari; 1/77 

,,7> Sahih Bukhari; 1/77 | Sahih Muslim; 1/224 | Sunan Abu Dawud; 1/64 
| Sunan Nasa'i; 1/87 | Jami Tinnidhi; 1/40 | Sunan Ibri Majah; I 49 
fl8 * Jami Tirmidhi; 1/40 



4l9f 

Anas ibn Maalik^ bas narrated, “During the summertime, 
the messenger of Allah ^ would offer salaah when the 
temperature would become cooler, and in the winter Time, he 
would offer the salaah early”. 



The recommended time for offering c Asr 

Umme Salamah ^(the wife of the messenger of Allah) 
said, “The messenger of Allah % used to offer Dhur salaah 
earlier than you do, and you offer ‘asr salaah earlier than he ^ 
used to”. l20) 

jlS XLull 4)b\ Jji) jp EajS jlS ^ #18^ 

*4Jjj £ IXS 

Ali ibn Shaibaan ^ said, “we went to the messenger of 
Allah gc in Madinah. He ^ would delay the £ asr salaah as long 
as the sun was white and clear”. (_h 

4^fl^axSl j£Li * jlS 4^ 4 &\ ^ 51 ^19^ 



,l9> Sunan Nasa’i: 1/87 Sahib Bukhari; 1/124 

(20) Sunan Tirmidhi; 1/42 | Musnad Ahmad; 18/286 No. 26526 

(11J Sunan Abu Dawud; 1/65 | Sunan Ibn Majah; 1/46 



Abdullah Ibn 'Amar 4 has narrated that the messenger 
of Allah ^ said, “Whenever you offer ‘asr salaah, then its time 
is until the sun turns yellow”. 1 U-J 

From the above hadiths 3 it is clear that *asr salaah 
should be delayed, but not so much that the sun turns yellow. 



The recommended time for Maghrib 

It is recommended to offer Maghrib salaah after sunset 
without delay. 

Saiainah said, “We used to offer Maghrib salaah with 
the noble prophet & as soon as the sun would disappear”. 1- ' 1 

inf 

Abu Ayyub has narrated that the noble prophet & 
said, “My ummah will remain on good” or he said “on fnrah 
(natural state) as long as they will not delay maghrih salaah 
until the stars come out.” (24} 



The recommended time for ‘Is tut a 

Delaying the ishaa salaah, until one-third of the night 



a2) Sahih Muslim; 1/222 
{2i] Sahih Bukhari; 1/79 

(14J Sunan Abu Dawud; 1/66 || Sunan Ibn Majah; 1/50 



has passed, is mustahab (preferred). 



it (^3 jp Jit it % zg>\ 3 jS a&i j i£ 

^itjii eij jjaij 



It has been narrated from Abu Hurairah <& that the 
messenger of Allah Ss. said, “If 1 did not fear hardship upon my 
ummah, I would have commanded them to delay the 4 ishaa 
salaah until one third or half of the night had passed”.'" 1 



The narration of Abu Barzah contains the following 



words; 



.jyii jj jiSjii ^ ji^i 4 ^ 



“There is no problem in delaying the "ishaa salaah until 
one third of the night has passed.” Then he said, “Until half of 
the night.” (2S) 






l2S) Jatni Tirmidhi; 1/42 
U6) Sahih Bukhari; 1/77 



The Prohibited Times 






mu* 



After Fajr and *A$r Salaah 

j j - * Jt J1 1 — j Q— ^ >AjCi ^SlJ 

Abu Saeed Kbudri 4 * has narrated that I heard the 
messenger of Allah & saying, “There is no salaah after the 
morning prayer until tire sun rises, and there is no salaah after 
*asr salaah until the sun sets’*. 12 ' 1 

Note; Ahaadeeth on this subject have also been narrated by 
Umar i bn Al-Khattaah Abdullah ibn A b baas ^ and Abu 



Hurairah 



( 23 ) 



JLLl 

Abu Hurairah has narrated that the messenger of 
Allah $k said, “Whoever did not offer the two rak'aats (sum? ah 



(27) Sail ih Bukhari; 1/82-83 | Sahih Muslim; 1/275 

Sahih Bukhari; 1/82 | Sahih Muslim; 1/275 | Suuan Tinnidhi; 1/45 



muakkadah) of Fajr, should offer them after the sun rises". 



( 29 ) 



After dawn 

It is disliked (makruh) to pray after dawn any srnrnah or 
nafl sal a ah other than the two rak 'aats suimah of Fajr salaah. 



^ iuil S ^y\ ( y£ 






Abdullah ibn Umar 4 has narrated from Hafsah & that 
"the messenger of Allah & would only offer two short rak 'aats 
after dawn 55 . 



( 30 ) 



After Sunset 

After sunset, it is prohibited to offer any salaah before 
th efardh of maghrib. 

^ jp vidi^ u jfi fcjjia i ggagi jc js 4# 

■y%£2*Jl JkAJ 3 AJLP iilli JL^ 4ill 

lbn Umar 4* was asked regarding offering of two 
rak* dais before the maghrib salaah. He said, "( never saw 



{19 ' Jatni Tirmidhi; 1/96 
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anyone offering these two rak'aat during the time of the 
messenger of Allah” $£. {yV} 
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Jabir & has narrated that we visited the wives of the 
messenger of Allah & and asked them if they ever saw the 
messenger of Allah ^ offer two rak’aats before the maghrih 
salaah when the muadhdhin (caller of adhaah) would call the 
adhaan? They replied "No.” £j2j 
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Mansoor has narrated from his father that “Abu Bakr 
Umar ^ and Uthman never prayed two rakats before maghrih 
salaah ”P y ^ 



At the time of Khutba 
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Salman Farsi ^ has narrated that the messenger of 
Allah ft said, “Whoever takes a bath on Friday, purifies himself 
as much as he can, then uses his (hair) oil, or perfumes himself 
with the scent of his house, then proceeds (for the Junm * ah 
salaah) and does not separate two persons sitting together (in the 
masjid), then prays as much as (Allah has) written for him and 
then remains silent while the imam is delivering the khuthah 
(religious sermon), his sins in-between the present and the last 
Friday shall be forgiven. 
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It has been narrated by Nabishah al-Huzali ^ that the 
prophet ft said, “If the imaam has not come out for the khuthah , 
then one should offer as much salaah as possible, and if he finds 
that the imaam has come out for the khuthah , then he should sit, 
and listen to the khuthah attentively, and remain silent until the 
im am fi nishes the kh u th ah and the s a l aa h ”.^ 1 
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I bn Umar 4* has narrated that I heard the messenger of 
Allah ft saying, “Whenever any of you enters the masjid and the 
imaam is on the mimhar (pulpit), then no salaah and no 
conversation is permissible until the imaam has finished”. 
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